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EwOOvORL ST ik
WHEN Migel Crossman
lost his job of 18 he
re-fused to see &

being on the scrapheap
- and retrained as an
electrician.

Two years on, e runs his
own business. Bloo Light
St ol

m o
jolis to re-wines for E£.000

*1 can't balbove. | ever did
anything elw for a Hving
now,” 5ays 47 yoar-obd Nigel,
from Nermandy in Surrey,

*1lowe warking for mysell.
And I've been so busy that
I've had to hire my Hmst
sub-contracior. [t's & sign of
how well things am going.”

He had worked in retall
since leaving school, but hix

af cancar was
in May 2004, when
Dryns made him rodupdant.

It wis complately oul of
the blue," he says. "1 wes
mﬂ-r&u and alss cross. [ telt
a8 rospact was given
'thnwmr{mlhnd%om
there, Then | thought, “Sod

shutting or moving

numbers must be reduced: the firm b

Redundancy pay varies from haif o week
for overy yoar if you're under 12 to a week

youl' = 'm gaing to make
something of thisl®

Butadter sending his CV io
dozens of companies. he
realised Bhow i bke his
particular skills were.

“My old job involved many
differant areas - from IT to
Internal wodit, staff training
and opening rew stores. But
the things | could do were
specific to Robort Dhyas.

Sa, two months on, he
decidod to learn new skills.

BILLS

“T'd always had a vagus
notion af mnning my own
busingss bat all I knew was
retail. I realised this might be
& ‘Now or Never' momont. [
had the redundancy payment
o E\if thir bills, my children
had left home - [ only had the
howss to ran and, lockily, 1
have a very suppartive wife.”

Nigel had always enjoyed
Y, having iuilt an axtension
and a laft conversion at his

Iilrnlh‘l and '_ﬂﬂ.ﬂﬁ:_lt
courses. [l wad expensivo

Job shock
sparked

switch

LIFE’S ALL WIRED UP NICELY
—~NOW I'M AN ELECTRICIAN

but whal better way (o spend
your redundancy monoy.

than Lo invest it in yoursalfl
‘H.tﬂrltimndungmrﬂ

became clear”

Migel also warked in a local
carhire lirm and [
van which came with a
mabibe car valeting business.

He says: “I'd need the van
ance | was qualified and the
car valol gide of things kopt
some cash coming in.”

Theeens cones year age. with Lhe
help of his tutors, he sef o
Blue Lightning Flectrical Lid.

“With an ad in the Yellow
Pages and some flers | deliv
ared locally, | was scon up
and running.” he says.

“My first job was a lady
who lives nearby who pesded

re-wiring job. Ward of mouth
tock cam of the rest.
. made

WHAT DOES REDUNDANCY ACTUALLY MEAN?

REDUMNDAMCY iy a Torm of dismmizsal
Reazomi include: the job you do no
longer euists: cost-cutting means staff

and hatf if you're over 41 The cwrront
manimiam on & weeskl pay i3 £330 =
wour employer may have ity own terms
Buit it masst match the statutory level

The first (30,000 iy tax-free and you

thould get notice of up to 12 wesks
depending on length of service.




